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Seven years ago, in Nazareth Parish, a Parish Justice Committee was established. Over the years members 
have raised the profile of Social Justice through petitions, workshops, guest speakers and fundraising to 
support local causes.  The committee focusses primarily on refugee and indigenous issues.  
 
Over the coming months we will share in different ways, insights on justice and ways in which we as a Parish 
Community are called to work for justice. Every two months we will share a Parish Justice Reflection sheet 
attached to our Sunday Bulletin beginning with this reflection today. Please save the reflection sheets as 
they will be a progressive development of the justice theme. 
 
In 1971, all the Bishops of the world met in Rome and declared that “Action on behalf of Justice fully appears 

to us as a constitutive dimension of the preaching of the Gospel”.  In other words, action for justice is at 

the very core of proclaiming the Gospel. Working for justice is not an option. Rather it is an essential 

response to all followers of Jesus who on a Sunday proclaim the Gospel. 

What is justice action? A simple way of describing justice action is namely, working to ensure that everyone 

is offered what is essential for them to live life effectively, and with dignity. 

Scripture and Social Justice 

Genesis 1:26-27,31 For all parishioners needing to embrace the call for Gospel justice in the example of 

Jesus begins with scripture.  The Book of Genesis notes that “God created man (and woman) in the image 

of himself, in the image of God, God created man (and woman), male and female God created them.” Every 

person is created in the image and likeness of God which is the foundation for the sacred dignity of every 

woman and man, Consequently, every woman and man has the right in justice to live a life that ensures 

their dignity and worth. Again, true justice action ensures that woman and man is offered what is essential 

for living life effectively according to their God given dignity. 

The Prophet Micah, 700 years before Christ, proclaimed that, 

all God is asking of us is threefold, namely that we, ‘Act justly, 

love tenderly and walk humbly with our God’. According to 

Micah, the ancient prophet, acting with justice is the essential 

response of everyone called by God. 

The injustice of the sacred dignity of women and men being 

infringed on was a common experience in Old Testament 

times, as it was in life of Jesus, and likewise today. Common 

injustices prompted the Prophet Jeremiah some 600 years 

before Christ to exhort the people to “Do what is right and 

just; rescue the person who has been wronged from the hands of the oppressor; do not exploit the stranger, 

the orphan, the widow; do no violence; shed no innocent blood.” Jeremiah 22:3 

Practicing justice by supporting the poor, the oppressed and marginalized is a constant theme proclaimed 

by the OT Prophets such as Jeremiah, Isaiah, Micah, Amos, Joel and others. The religious poetry of the 

Psalms spoke of our God as “tender and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love” and Psalm 

103:6 confidently affirmed that “Yahweh proclaims justice and the rights of all the oppressed.” The Prophet 

Amos 5:24 insists that God rejects superficial religious rituals and instead called the people to “Let justice 

surge like water, and integrity like an unfailing stream”. And returning to the Prophet Micah 6:8, we are 

reminded that God asks of us three vital challenges, namely to “live justly, love tenderly and walk humbly 

with our God.” 



 

Jesus and Social Justice 

Luke, in his Gospel, highlights that at the very beginning of his ministry, Jesus proclaimed: “The Spirit of the 

Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 

release to the captives and recover the sight to the blind. To set at liberty those who are oppressed, to 

proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord”. At the core of the ministry of Jesus, is God calling him to eliminate 

all factors that prevent people from living life in its fullness. As disciples of Jesus, each one of us is called to 

live in his example. 

Then in the Beatitudes Luke 6:20-23, immediately after Jesus chose 

his twelve disciples he very publicly addressed not just the twelve 

apostles (the new leaders) but the whole assembly of common 

people  when he proclaimed “Blessed are you the poor”; “Blessed 

are you who hunger”; “Blessed are you who are weeping”; 

“Blessed shall you be when people hate you ….”. Luke points out 

for those who wish to become members of Jesus’ new community, 

that the Gospel gives priority to those who are poor, the peasants, 

the oppressed, the marginalized. Likewise, for us today, doing 

justice is not just an interesting option but is an essential invitation 

to all who listen to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus was a devout religious man who lived the Prophetic Tradition of the Jews. Jesus understood his new 

ministry and the new community he was establishing in the light of the Prophets emphasizing the primacy 

of doing justice, focusing on the poor and affirming the dignity of all people. The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, 

Luke and John all express the love Jesus had for the sick, the poor, the marginalised and the weak. His public 

ministry is underpinned by his sense of justice.  

The Early Church and Social Justice 

The Early Church attempted to live in the spirit and example of Jesus. For example, The Acts of the Apostles 

(Acts 2:42-47) describes the early Christian community as one in which all goods were held in common and 

no one was in need. St. Paul speaks to the Church of Corinth about the collection to be taken up and sent 

back to Jerusalem as a gift to support all in need (1 Cor. 16:1-4). Some 150 years after the death of Jesus, 

we find the Early Church conscious of the justice teaching of Jesus as in the example of Clement of 

Alexandria who wrote “It is not right for a person to live in luxury while others live in want”. In the 3rd and 

4th Centuries Early Church leaders such as St. Basil the Great in 369 A.D. were speaking forcefully of the 

justice implications for those who live as disciples of Jesus. He wrote, “Should not a man who has the power 

to clothe the naked but does not be called a thief? The bread in your larder belongs to the hungry. Extra 

cloaks in your wardrobe belongs to the naked. You do injustice to everyone whom you could help, but do 

not.” 

The Church Today and Social Justice 

Our Church today of the 21st Century is called to be Parish Communities of Parishioners all embracing the 

challenge of being people of justice. Firstly, we affirm that every person, woman and man, is created in the 

image of God and therein lies the sacred dignity of every person. Secondly, we proclaim the spirit and 

example of Jesus calling us to action for justice. Thirdly, our Church has a very specific ‘Catholic Social 

Teaching’ found in social encyclicals and Church Documents. In coming months, we will explore the Social 

Justice Teachings.   

 


